
COMMITTEE OF COUNCIL AS A WHOLE REPORT 

 
 

1 
Committee of the Whole Meeting Report – November 15, 2021 

 

Council Members: 
Chris Bowers, Chairman  
Roy Costner, Vice Chairman 
Trey Whitehurst 
Alex Saitta  
Henry Wilson 
Ensley Feemster  
 
Staff in Attendance: 
Ken Roper, County Administrator 
Miranda Craig, Deputy Clerk to Council  
Les Hendricks, Contract Attorney 
 

The Committee of the Whole met in Main Conference Room, at the Pickens County Administration 
Facility, on Monday, November 1th, 2021. All members of the committee were in attendance, with 
Chairman Chris Bowers presiding. Vice Chairman Roy Costner led the Invocation and Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Chris Bowers called the Committee of the Whole meeting to order.  
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: 
CLEMSON PAW PARTNERS 

 Mr. Roper welcomed Ms. Thompson from Clemson Paw Partners to speak.  

 Ms. Thompson provided council with financial information and supply costs for Clemson Paw 
Partners.  

 Council, staff and Ms. Thompson and went into discussion that included but was not limited to: 
 Hiring a county vet 
 Cost for neuter supplies 
 Revenue stream for the clinic 
 Anderson County vet 
 Price of cat vouchers 
 Possibility of county contract services to a specific vet 
 Difference in budget if county hires a vet 
 Temporary workers 

 
 No Action Taken by the Committee.  
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2021 ACCOMMODATIONS TAX FUNDING REQUEST MILE CREEK PARK – Log No. 167 
 Council received an updated itemized budget from staff for Mile Creek Park Amenity 

Improvements: 
 

  

 
 Council and Staff had detailed discussion that included, but was not limited to: 

 Price of long term options 
 More affordable fire ring options 
 Machinery needed at the Pickens County Career and Technology Center  
 Picnic Table options 
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 Timeline of replacing fire rings 
 

 Councilman Trey Whitehurst made a motion to move forward with the fire rings using  
Jamestown Advance and for county staff to refurbish picnic tables. Motion was seconded 
by Councilman Henry Wilson and carried unanimously (6-0).  

 
 

FIRE REVENUE STRUCTURE 
 Mr. Gibson presented council with the following supporting documentation: 
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 Council and staff had detailed discussion that included, but was not limited to: 
 Basing the Fire Revenue Structure on square footage of aa building 
 Relief for mini- warehouse storage 
 Possible Fire Fee Cap 
 Impact on this year’s budget 
 533 multi-building properties in the county 
 Surrounding districts fire fees 
 Surcharges 

 
 No Action Taken by the Committee.  

 

AMERICAN RESCUE ACT FUNDING – Log No. 177 
 Mr. Roper presented council with the following supporting documentation:  
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 Council and staff had detailed discussion that included, but was not limited to: 
 Requests from nonprofit organizations 
 Opening this opportunity for all nonprofit organizations 
 County-wide radio system 
 Meals on Wheels Mortgage  
 Timeline to spend ARPA funding 
 Recycling Bailer 
 Incentives for county staff 
 Prioritizing county services 

 
 Vice Chairman Roy Costner made a motion to use the lost revenue to purchase a bailer for 

$750,000. Motion was seconded by Councilman Alex Saitta and carried unanimously (6-0).  
 Councilman Alex Saitta made a motion to amend to add a refund of $75,000 for the 

Clean Up Pickens Program. Motion was seconded by Roy Costner and carried 
unanimously (6-0). 
 

 Councilman Henry Wilson made a motion for staff to create a process for Non-Profits to 
apply for ARPA funding based on the principles set forth. Motion was seconded by 
Chairman Chris Bowers.  

 Councilman Henry Wilson stated he feels the is important because they all benefit 
the County, and there are non-profits in the county that provide services that we do 
not have to duplicate as a government entity.   

 After much more discussion, the motion carried (4-2), with Councilman Alex Saitta and Trey 
Whitehurst opposed.  

 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN – Log No. 183 

 Mr. Roper presented council with the Capital Improvement Plan – 5 Year Plan for Capital 
Purchases. 

 Council and staff had detailed discussion that included, but was not limited to: 
 When to review before next budget 
 Staff requests 
 Total to be considered 
 Solid Waste roll off truck  

 
 No Action Taken by the Committee 

 
SHOOTING RANGE ORDINANCE  

 Councilman Henry Wilson made a motion to table the Shooting Range Ordinance to the 
next Committee of the Whole meeting. Motion was seconded by Chairman Chris Bowers 
and carried (6-0).  
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SUNDAY ALCOHOL – Log No. 181 
 Mr. Hendricks went into discussion on Sunday Alcohol Sales.  
 Council and staff had detailed discussion that included, but was not limited to: 

 The process of voting on this 
 Petition method 
 If a referendum is needed 
 Renewal process 

 

 No Action Taken by the Committee 

 
ADJOURN: 

Hearing no further Committee business, Chairman Chris Bowers called for a motion to 

adjourn.  Motion was made by Councilman Ensley Feemster, seconded by Chairman Chris Bowers 

and carried unanimously (6-0). Meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m.  

 


