
 

Minutes for October 4, 2021 Pickens County Council Meeting 

 1  

   

 

Regular Pickens County Council Meeting 

October 4, 2021 

6:30 PM 

   

 County Council met in regular session, in the Auditorium of the County Administration Facility, with 

Chairman Chris Bowers presiding. Agendas, bearing date, time, and location of meeting were mailed to 

members of council and local news media on September 29, 2021.  

 

Council Members in Attendance: 

Chris Bowers, Chairman  

Roy Costner, Vice Chairman  

Trey Whitehurst, Vice Chairman Pro-Tem 

Alex Saitta 

Ensley Feemster 

Henry Wilson  

 

Staff in Attendance:  

Ken Roper, County Administrator 

Les Hendricks, Contract Attorney 

Miranda Craig, Deputy Clerk to Council 

 

 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:             

Chairman Chris Bowers called the meeting of October 4, 2021 to order and welcomed those in 

attendance. Mr. Bowers led the Invocation and Veteran Brian Cassell led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

PUBLIC FORUM:    

Chairman Chris Bowers opened the Public Forum and requested the Deputy Clerk to call upon 

the citizens signed up to speak, and who left a voicemail through the County phone in Council Chambers.  

 

1. Melanie McLane: Ms. McLane stated she has been attending council meetings since June 

this year and thanked the council for tackling important wide-ranging topics. She 

addressed council on the Code Enforcement Issues at 1781 Six Mile Highway. Her 

objective this evening was to continue the conversation. Ms. McLane gave detailed 

information on the situation, and thanked Council for their time and willingness to serve 

the community. 
 

2. Johnelle Raines: Ms. Raines requested that Chairman Bowers increase the public forum time 

limit. She expressed her concerns on tax increases and lack of transparency on the “over taxation 

shyster scheme”. She proposed the 5 council members who passed the tax increase to pay more 

and lead by example. Ms. Raines presented the council a donation form to help provide funds for 

special projects the County Council say they need more funding for. 

 

3. Ann Corbin: Ms. Corbin stated that she and her husband are owners of Café Connections, a non- 

profit that has been in operation for 10 years in Pickens. She expressed her concerns on the 

“unfair, unjust and illegal tax hike” that recently passed. Ms. Corbin went into discussion on 

addressing the tax increase and how it is affecting Café Connections and her family personally.  

 



 

Minutes for October 4, 2021 Pickens County Council Meeting 

 2  

   

 

4. Allan Quinn: Mr. Quinn went into discussion on addressing the tax increases. He asked council to 

recall the recent tax increase and stated that it is illegal in his opinion. He expressed his concern 

on how the increase of taxes impacts low-income families.  

 

5. Richard McWay: Mr. McWay went into discussion on how he against a county-wide mask 

mandate. He stated that there are no benefits of anybody wearing a mask, especially healthy 

people and children. He went into discussion on covid cases and explained that they are based on 

the pcr test (polymerase chain reaction) which is not to be used to diagnose disease.  

 

6. Danny Parton: Mr. Parton thanked council for their time and for serving Pickens County. He 

stated that he attended the September council meeting where a mask mandate was discussed. He 

thanked the 5 council members who voted not to have a mask mandate. Mr. Parton also thanked 

Councilman Alex Saitta for voting against the recent tax increase. He stated he has been a 

minister for 40 years and was previously involved in rallying pastors of Pickens County to speak 

out against the evil, lies and deceptions that this world is throwing at us. He went into further 

discussion on his beliefs and encouraged others to hold elected officials accountable.  

 

7. Darrell Gibbs: Mr. Gibbs stated that the promises made to constituents have been broken. He 

went into discussion on addressing the recent tax increase. He served notice on Les Hendricks 

stating that he called the attorney general and should know how to proceed on an investigation on 

the recent tax increase. Mr. Gibbs said that Les Hendricks is a conflict on interest.  

 

8. Rick Spencer: Ms. Spencer stated he was not at the September council meeting but watched it and 

went into a brief summary of the meeting. He stated that the example of a $200,000 house and 3 

automobiles would see a $48 increase in taxes was incorrect. He went into discussion on 

addressing the recent tax increase. 

 

9. Wayne Madden: Mr. Madden stated he lives in Pickens. He went into discussion on ordinance 

#250 and ordinance #297. He requested for the two ordinances to be reviewed and upheld or 

revoked and removed from the book of codes. Mr. Madden presented the council a letter with his 

concerns.  

 

10. Tommy M. Page: Mr. Page went into discussion on his concerns on the current state of the 

Pickens County EMS system. He stated he was a Paramedic and Field Training Officer for 

Pickens County EMS for 10 years. He felt forced to quit his job and made a statement so others 

can understand the pain it is causing him. Mr. Page presented the council a letter with his 

concerns and stated he posted a copy online as well. He explained that every person who lives, 

works or visits this county is one unfortunate event away from having their lives in the hands of 

our providers. He stated that it is unavoidable that the full-time employees are going to take time 

off and when that happens reliable sources of part-time employees are needed to cover those 

shifts. Mr. Page explained those services are limited right now and the only way to get them to fill 

shifts is if the county pays them at least what they are making elsewhere per hour if not more. Mr. 

Page stated the open shifts are causing trucks to be taken out of service because there are no 

providers available to man them.  

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

  Chairman Chris Bowers called for a motion to approve the following minutes as presented: 

o September 13, 2021 Regular-Called Council Meeting 
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❖ Motion was made by Chairman Chris Bowers, and seconded by Vice Chairman Roy Costner.  

 

❖ Councilman Ensley Feemster made a motion to amend the minutes. He stated on page 2 item 9, 

the word “is” needs to be added between” she” and “against”. Chairman Chris Bowers seconded 

the motion to amend the minutes. The motion carried unanimously (6-0).  

 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:   

Addressing Public Forum Questions 

Mr. Roper stated that the county has been issuing violations out on Six Mile Highway behind Daniel High 

School and have issued violations for upkept property. He also explained violations haven’t been issued in 

the past few weeks because the code enforcement officer retired. Mr. Roper pointed out that there is a 

resolution on tonight’s meeting agenda appointing certain county employees as county constables. He stated 

once the county constables are appointed, violations should come out again. He explained Mr. Hendricks 

will be able to give more information regarding the status of past violations after the meeting. Mr. Roper 

thanked Mr. Madden for his patience as the county gets employees in place to address those code issues.  

 

Mr. Roper stated he asked Mr. Hendricks to research if there were any provisions in state law that would 

allow the county to lessen a tax burden on non-profits.  

 

Mr. Roper addressed Mr. Page’s public forum speech. He stated the council has been very good in terms of 

pay increases he has asked for flexibility in adding staff. Mr. Roper looked at Mr. Page’s letter as an 

opportunity to re-engage with Pickens County EMS and is taking action to support our first responders. 

 

COVID-19 Update  

Mr. Roper updated Council on COVID-19 cases in Pickens County. Mr. Roper stated there are currently 

1,135 active cases reported in Pickens County, within the last 14 days. He stated there have been four 

hundred and twenty-two (422) deaths in Pickens County due to COVID-19. He advised a total of 26,736 

confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been reported in Pickens County since March 20th, 2020.  

 

Mr. Roper gave Council information on the DHEC Vaccine Statistics. He stated 45,846, or approximately 

42.2%, of Pickens County residents have completed vaccinations.  

 

He stated Emergency Services will host a Vaccine Clinic during the month of September, select hours only. 

The clinic will be held at the Pickens County Administration Building and vaccines will be administered at 

the Employee Wellness Clinic. To sign up for an appointment, call 864-898-5844. Appointments are 

optional and walk-ins are welcome.  

 

Pickens County CIM SMVF Team Recognized 

Mr. Roper stated that the Crisis Intercept Mapping Team for Service Members, Veterans and their Families 

was recognized last week by the State Secretary of the Veterans Affairs, William Grimsley. He explained 

that they worked hard to address the statistic that 22 veterans commit suicide in this country every day. Mr. 

Roper wanted to thank the Pickens County CIM SMVF team.    

 

Scenic Highway 11 Corridor Study 

Mr. Roper informed the council on the Scenic Highway 11 Corridor Study. He stated that there will be a 

Public Meeting on October 19th at The Holly Springs Center 5:00pm – 7:00pm.  

 

Fixing County Roads Initiative 
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Mr. Roper shared information on the county’s #FIXINGCOUNTYROADS #KICKINGASPHLAT 

initiative. He explained that the door hanger campaign is to inform residents of county road work in progress 

and to supply a checklist to educate residents about the paving process. 

 

Mr. Roper shared information on Fixingcountyroads.com Resident Observed Issues (ROI).  

 

Mr. Roper presented the upcoming county road projects: 

PCTC 2021 Paving Package advertised by the 2nd week of October 

Roads to be included:  

• N. Old Mill Road - reclamation road (Spring 2022) 

• Rices Creek Church Road - reclamation road (Spring 2022) 

• Jule Merck Road - reclamation road (Spring 2022) 

• Bakerville Road - sections of it patched and then the entire road will  

• be overlaid with surface asphalt (Patch Fall 2021, Pave Spring 2022) 

• City Lake Road - sections of it patched and then the entire road will  

• be overlaid with surface asphalt (Patch Fall 2021, Pave Spring 2022) 

o will only be added to the project if bids come back low enough to accommodate it. 

Bid out in October 

• Possibly upgrading / adding a total of approximately 1250-ft of guardrail along the roads listed 

above will be included in this bid.  

• Award the project the 1st week of November 

• 14.8 lane miles of paving (17.8, if City Lake is included) 

• The total budget for this project is $1.32 million. This includes  

• Engineering (design and construction management / inspections) and  

• Construction (paving and possibly guardrail) 

 

This is in addition to other Roads and Bridges projects:  

• A cross line repair on Erin Ln. coming up in early October  

• Old Dacusville repair to begin in November (waiting on culvert to be produced.) 

 

Fire Prevention Month 

Mr. Roper invited citizens to come to the FREE room for resources and information pertaining to Fire 

Prevention Month. He stated that Pickens County Fire Service staff will be in the FREE room to offer Fire 

Extinguisher training at designated times.   

 

Chairman Chris Bowers asked if there were any questions for Mr. Roper.  

 

Councilman Trey Whitehurst followed up with a request from the Committee of the Whole Meeting about 

a way to take the millage increase for roads and be able to insure it is only used on roads. Mr. Roper stated 

that the county is still researching and will get back to council by the next meeting.  

 

Councilman Alex Saitta went into discussion about the citation process. Vice Chairman Roy Costner asked 

Mr. Roper what recourse does the county have and how can this be solved. Mr. Roper stated that the 

magistrates have received direction from the Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court on how to operate 

court during the pandemic and that he does not have authority over any judicial officer. Chairman Chris 

Bowers asked what has been done and what can be done to put pressure on the delegation. Mr. Hendricks 

went into further discussion on the process after the citations are issued and getting people prosecuted for 

not doing what they should be doing.  
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COMMITTEE REPORT:  

The Committee of the Whole met in Main Conference Room, at the Pickens County Administration 

Facility, on Monday, September 20th, 2021. All members of the committee were in attendance, with 

the exception of Councilman Ensley Feemster, with Chairman Chris Bowers presiding. Vice 

Chairman Roy Costner led the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Chris Bowers called the Committee of the Whole meeting to order.  
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: 

CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST FROM LIBRARY BOARD FOR EXPANSION PLANS FOR 

HAMPTON MEMORIAL LIBRARY – Log No. 185 

▪ The Library representatives presented their vision for the Library, which included architectural 

documents, cost estimates and funding sources.  

▪ Council and the Library Representatives had detailed discussion on the request for expansion plans for 

the Hampton Memorial Library.  

▪ Concerns that Council discussed about the expansion plans: 

▪ ADA Compliance  

▪ Recent lack of judgement from the Library Board decline of visitors 

▪ Too big of a project in the current economic climate 

• Council had detailed discussion on the Library phasing the expansion plan. 

• The Library stated that it would cost more to do the expansion project in 2 phases. Staff stated if the 

expansion is done all at once, there would be less disturbance at the library. Staff preferred for the 

expansion to be done at once.  

• Attorney Les Hendricks explained that the Council has authority over the Library Board, and Council 

has to vote on whether the library can use their funding. 

 

❖ Councilman Henry Wilson made a motion for the Library to move forward with a design and 

bring Council a final, confirmed budget of the expansion project. Motion was seconded by Vice 

Chairman Roy Costner and the motion carried (3-2), with Councilman Trey Whitehurst and 

Councilman Alex Saitta opposed.  

 

❖ Council Action Log No. 185: No Action Taken By The Committee. 

 

AMERICAN RESCUE ACT FUNDING – Log No. 177 

▪ Mr. Roper addressed council’s priorities and provided an updated list of American Rescue Act 

Funding recommendations. He suggested the following:  

▪ Paying the first bill for Broadband 

▪ Solid Waste Collection Containers 

▪ Supplemental Pay for Frontline Workers 

 

▪ Council and Staff had detailed discussion that included, but was not limited to: 

▪ Prison Litter Crews 

▪ C&D Shredder 

▪ Pick Up Pickens Litter Initiative 

▪ County COVID protocols in building  

 

❖ Chairman Chris Bowers made a motion to use American Rescue Act Funding towards Blue 

Ridge Electric/Pickens County Broadband Initiative, and towards twenty Solid Waste 
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Containers for the Solid Waste Department. Motion was seconded by Councilman Alex Saitta 

and the motion carried (5-0).  

 

❖ Council Action Log No. 177: No Action Taken By the Committee. Councilman Saitta went into 

discussion on the cost of this project. He stated the cost of the broadband investments is going to 

be $1.6 million and 20 blue bins is going to be $187,000. 

 

 

UNIFIED DISPATCH PLAN FROM STAFF – Log No. 182 

▪ Mr. Roper stated Emergency Services Director, Billy Gibson, is with us tonight to give 

Council their Unified Communications Proposal.  

▪ Emergency Services Director Billy Gibson and staff presented the following: 

▪ Coordinated effort to combine resources and eliminate duplication of services – 3 PSAP’s 

into 1 which results in: 

▪ Share duties 

▪ Better information flow 

▪ More efficient service to our citizens & internal customers  

▪ Would entail adding personnel  

▪ Cost sharing/ savings with other stakeholders  

▪ Create an Advisory Board to ensure all agencies are equally represented  

▪ Employee Center Coordinator 

▪ Could be an existing employee 

▪ Phase in the plan 

▪ Allow for gradual change 

▪ Evaluate the process and redirect as needed 

▪ Mr. Gibson stated that the project could be completed by January 1st, 2022. He chose this date 

to ensure it would not be rushed and explained that it takes 6 months complete training for 

one person.   

▪ Council and staff had detailed discussion that included, but was not limited to: 

▪ Timeline 

▪ Room to grow  

▪ Cost to bring Liberty in 

▪ Pay Scale and recouping money  

 

❖ Chairman Chris Bowers made a motion to authorize the Administrator to enter into 

negotiations with the City of Liberty for assuming dispatch responsibility. The motion 

was seconded by Councilman Henry Wilson and carried unanimously (5-0). 

 

❖ Council Action Log No. 182: No Action Taken By the Committee.  

 

Chairman Chris Bowers asked if there was any discussion: 

• Councilman Trey Whitehurst asked Mr. Roper for an update.  

• Mr. Roper stated there have been the positive preliminary discussions and staff is waiting for a vote 

to move forward.  

• Councilman Henry Wilson went into discussion about lack of transparency with regards to 

increases in cost.  
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• Mr. Roper responded that he needs to do based on this vote is make those preliminary negotiations 

more specific. He stated this vote would authorize him to enter into those negotiations and bring 

back more specific plans for phase 1.  

• Mr. Roper stated right now if someone calls 9-1-1 their call could be going to Easley, Clemson 

University, Liberty, or dispatch at LEC and confirmed the ultimate goal is for all calls to go to one 

place then dispatched from there. Mr. Roper also confirmed that the success mechanism here is 

going to be the communications aspect from the ARPA discussion and the component of can we 

demonstrate that a unified dispatch is more efficient, cost effective and provide a better service.  

 

CONSIDERATION OF RECOMMENDATION FROM PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION FOR 

PROVISION OF SEWER FOR THE GRANGE SUBDIVISION – Log No. 184 

▪ Mr. Hendricks stated that the Public Service Commission passed a resolution for Central to take 

ownership of the entire sewer system in the Grange Subdivision. He explained that there are 

three ways to go about this:  

▪     Comply with the Ordinance  

▪     Pickens County does the sewer system themselves 

▪     Statutes provide for a municipality to take over the sewer system  

▪ Mr. Hendricks stated that this will double the number of houses serviced in Central but the 

subdivision will be done in phases. He stated that Pickens County doesn’t control the water and 

the Public Service Commission suggests giving ownership to Central, as they are on board.  

▪ Councilman Trey Whitehurst requested a written letter from Central for their approval.  

▪ Mr. Hendricks will provide Council with a Resolution to the October 4th, 2021 Council Meeting.  

 

❖ No Action Taken by the Committee.  

 

❖ Council Action Log No. 184: No Action Taken By the Committee. 

 

Chairman Chris Bowers asked if there was any discussion: 

• Mr. Hendricks stated the requested letter from the Town of Central is in their packets and 

that a motion is needed for this resolution.  

• Councilman Trey Whitehurst stated he talked to The Town of Central as well.  

• Councilman Henry Wilson went into discussion on the board that governs this 

particular decision-making process. He encouraged citizens to volunteer and have a 

strong impact and input into where the community is going.  

 

ADJOURN: 

Hearing no further Committee business, Chairman Chris Bowers called for a motion to 

adjourn.  Motion was made by Councilman Henry Wilson, seconded by Vice Chairman Roy Costner 

and carried unanimously (5-0). Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  

 

COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE:  

Chairman Chris Bowers announced the following: 

▪ The next Committee of the Whole meeting will be on Monday, October 18, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. in 

the Main Conference Room of the Administration Building.  

▪ The next Council Meeting will be held on Monday, November 1, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. in Council 

Chambers of the Administration Building.  
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Chairman Bowers called for other council correspondence.  

 

Seeing no other correspondence, Chairman Bowers announced moving to Motion Period and New 

Business. 

 

 

MOTION PERIOD AND NEW BUSINESS:  

Chairman Chris Bowers opened the floor for motion period and new business.   

Seeing no discussion, Chairman Bowers closed the floor.  

 

 

KEEP PICKENS COUNTY BEAUTIFUL PRESENTATION 

• Mallory Coffey, the Keep South Carolina Beautiful State Leader and Esther Wagner from Palmetto 

Pride presented a certificate to and congratulated the volunteer board members, staff and other 

members associated with Keep Pickens County Beautiful. She stated that on August 16th, this 

affiliate completed their certification process to become an official affiliate of the Keep America 

Beautiful National Program. She explained that they received a $10,000 start up grant and are now 

eligible for other grant opportunities. Ms. Coffey recognized Brooke Van-Derpoel for making the 

best report they have ever seen in the state and stated that her report is now used as an example 

nationwide.  

 

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION 2021-22 RECOGNIZING OCTOBER AS BREAST 

CANCER AWARENESS MONTH. 

Chairman Bowers asked for a motion to consider resolution 2021-22.  

❖ Motion was made by Councilman Ensley Feemster, and seconded by Councilman Henry Wilson. 

Chairman Bowers asked if there was any discussion. Seeing no discussion, the motion carried 

unanimously (6-0). 

 

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION 2021-23 DECLARING OCTOBER 2021 FIRST 

RESPONDER MONTH IN PICKENS COUNTY. 

Chairman Bowers asked for a motion to consider resolution 2021-22.  

❖ Motion was made by Vice Chairman Roy Costner, and seconded by Councilman Henry Wilson. 

Chairman Bowers asked if there was any discussion: 

o Councilman Alex Saitta went into discussion on how EMS is a top priority for this council 

and the current pay issues.  

o Chairman Chris Bowers stated that resolutions tell the county, administration, the team 

here that we are invested in the issue. Mr. Bowers went into discussion about how they 

need more information from Mr. Roper on emergency services as a whole but this 

resolution isn’t the place to get the answers.  

o Councilman Henry Wilson asked Mr. Roper how he’s been taking these resolutions and 

putting them into action.  

o Mr. Roper explained he is challenging his staff to find ways to make resolutions mean 

something. He stated there was a mobile mammogram bus at the Administration building 

Thursday for Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Mr. Roper went into further discussion on 

ways the staff is putting resolutions in action.  

o Chairman Chris Bowers told council and staff to be prepared to hard discussions at the next 

Committee of the Whole meeting and that this resolution is not the place to dive into 

problems.  

o Chairman Chris Bowers asked if there were any other questions about the resolution.  
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❖ After discussion, the motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

 

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION 2021-24 TO APPOINT CERTAIN COUNTY 

EMPLOYEES AS COUNTY CONSTABLES PURSUANT TO SECTION 4-9-145 OF THE SOUTH 

CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS. 

Chairman Bowers asked for a motion to consider resolution 2021-24.  

❖ Motion was made by Vice Chairman Roy Costner, and seconded by Councilman Ensley 

Feemster. Chairman Bowers asked if there was any discussion: 

 

o Chairman Chris Bowers explained the idea behind this resolution would be making these 

individuals constables to enforce county ordinances with two of them on county property 

and three litter control and code enforcement. Mr. Bowers asked if there were any 

questions or discussion: 

 

o Mr. Roper stated the idea of commissioning these individuals is that it gives the five of 

them authority under state law to enforce county ordinances. He explained for the two 

park rangers, they would be able to enforce county ordinances at our county parks. Mr. 

Roper stated the code enforcement officer would enforce the county codes: property 

conditions, junkyard regulations, etc. with jurisdiction county wide. He stated the litter 

officers, as the ordinance exists now, is geared toward solid waste: people dumping in our 

locations, people dumping things they shouldn’t, people dumping on the side of the road, 

etc. He explained that there will be an education component to their job where they 

educate people about litter laws and the litter control officers would have county wide 

jurisdiction. Mr. Roper stated the two park rangers would have county property 

jurisdiction and they will have the authority to write citations and tickets. He explained 

that for them to be able to enforce state laws there would be another step.  

 

o Councilman Alex Saitta went into discussion on if these county constables will be class 3 

or class 3 advanced officers. 

 

o Mr. Hendricks stated that the county constables at some point will get there but first they 

have to be commissioned by officers and then they will go to the state for training.  

 

o Chris Brink, Pickens County Planning Department head, explained that they have a year 

to get their certification and go through the academy.   

 

o Councilman Henry Wilson went into discussion on how he would like to see the county 

constables to present an official law enforcement presence with regards to these types of 

issues. 

 

o Mr. Roper stated in the interim, we have to rely on the sheriff’s office. 

 

 

❖ Seeing no other discussion, motion carried unanimously (6-0).  

 

 

 

FIRST READING IN TITLE ONLY OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE PICKENS 

COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATED TO LITTER AND OR OTHER PROPERTY 

CONDITIONS. 
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Chairman Bowers asked for a motion to constitute first reading in title only.  

❖ Motion was made by Councilman Ensley Feemster, and seconded by Councilman Henry Wilson. 

Chairman Bowers asked if there was any discussion: 

o Councilman Alex Saitta asked for a draft of this ordinance.  

o Mr. Roper explained council received a packet from Mr. Brink with suggested language 

about all of the county codes and some litter information that would be a starting place for 

this discussion. He stated it is not included in this first reading in title only. 

o Chairman Chris Bowers went into discussion on fixing and critiquing ordinances in place 

to make them better ordinances.   

❖ A motion was made by Councilman Trey Whitehurst to amend and send this to committee. Motion 

was seconded by Chairman Chris Bowers. Seeing no other discussion, motion carried unanimously 

(6-0).  

 

 

SECOND READING OF AN ORDINANCE NO. 604 TO THE CODE OF THE COUNTY OF 

PICKENS TO CERTIFY A PORTION OF THE ALICE MANUFACTURING COMPANY, INC. 

ARIAL MILL PROPERTY AS A TEXTILE MILL SITE UNDER THE SOUTH CAROLINA 

TEXTILES COMMUNITIES REVITALIZATION ACT. 

Chairman Bowers asked for a motion to constitute second reading of Ordinance No. 604. 

❖ Motion was made by Councilman Ensley Feemster, and seconded by Vice Chairman Roy Costner. 

Chairman Bowers asked if there was any discussion: 

o Mr. Hendricks explained some councils do this by resolution and that by doing it as an 

ordinance, council has time to see the property. He stated that this has gone through the 

planning commission and both developments have been approved prior to you certifying it 

as a textile or former textile site. He stated that this would be a state tax credit. Mr. 

Hendricks stated this would be 22 lot single residences and a 20-unit townhouse 

development – both residential.  

o Councilman Alex Saitta stated this is not in spirit of the law. 

 

❖ Seeing no other discussion, motion carried, with Councilman Trey Whitehurst opposed (5-1).  

 

 

THIRD READING OF AN ORDINANCE NO. 603 TO AMEND THE ANIMAL CONTROL 

ORDINANCE. 

Chairman Bowers asked for a motion to constitute third reading of Ordinance No. 603.  

❖ Motion was made by Vice Chairman Roy Costner, and seconded by Councilman Ensley Feemster. 

Chairman Bowers asked if there was any discussion: 

o Councilman Alex Saitta went into discussion on how the previous council was generous 

when it came to animals in the county. He highlighted what the previous county council 

had done and explained the changes made to this ordinance since 2017. 

 

❖ Seeing no discussion, the motion carried unanimously (6-0). 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: S.C. Code of Laws, Section 30-4-70 (a):  
Chairman Chris Bowers called for a motion to convene into Executive Session as defined by S.C. Code of Laws, 

Section 30-4-70 (a). Chairman Bowers further stated that each issue would be discussed as the Law provides. 
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Motion was made by Councilman Henry Wilson, seconded by Councilman Ensley Feemster and carried 

unanimously (6-0), to convene in executive session for the stated purposes after a five-minute recess 

 Economic Development – Section 30-4-70 (a) (1) 

o Project Farmhouse 

o Project NOD 

 

   Boards and Commissions – Section 30-4-70 (a) (1) 

o Update from Pickens Water Authority 

 

 

 

ADJOURN: 

 Hearing no further Council business, Chairman Chris Bowers called for a motion to adjourn. 

Motion was made by Vice Chairman Roy Costner, seconded by Councilman Henry Wilson and carried 

unanimously (6-0).  Pickens County Council stood adjourned at 9:21 p.m.  

 

 

 

Respectively Submitted:         Approved: 

 

   

Miranda Craig, Deputy Clerk to Council         Chris Bowers, Chairman of County Council 

                                                               


